
A Guide to Successful  
Shrub Pruning 

 

Legend: 
  *  Best time to prune 
 X  Do not prune, except to correct damage, hazards or structural defects. 
 

Comments (under Code): 
1. Flowers are produced on new (current season’s) wood. 
2. Flowers are produced on wood from the past season. Pruning while dormant will reduce 

flowers. 
3. Make pruning cuts well below diseased wood and disinfect shears between cuts. 
4. Remove selected old stems to the ground yearly to renew. 
5. Midseason, shear if a formal hedge is desired. 
6. Do not cut into old wood that has no leaves or needles. 
7. Fall/early winter pruning can reduce winter hardiness. 
8. Snap candles (new growth) in half when needles are 1/2 to 2/3 their normal length. 
9. Selective pruning required. (Minimal removal of carefully chosen branches). Use with shrubs 

when flowers and fruit are both desired. 
               10.  Remove invasive root suckers to contain shrub. 
 

Plant Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Code 

Abelia X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Almond, flowering X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 4 

Arborvitae X X X * * * * * * X X X 6, 7               

Azalea, deciduous X X X X * * X X X X X X 2 

Azalea, evergreen X X X X * * X X X X X X 2 

Barberry X * * * * * X X X X X X  

Beautyberry X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4, 9 

Beautybush Kolkwitzia X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 4 

Bluebeard Spirea X * * * * X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Boxwood X X X * * * * * * X X X 5, 6 

Buckthorn X * * X X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Butterfly Bush X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Buttonbush X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Chokeberry X * * X X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Clethra X * * * X X X X X X X X 1 

Coralberry X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Cotoneaster X * * * * X X X X X X X 9 

Crape Myrtle X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4, 7 

Currant X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 4, 9 

Deutzia X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 4 

Dogwood, Redtwig X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Dogwood, Gray X * * X X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Elderberry X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Euonymus X * * * * * * * * X X X 5 

Forsythia X X X * * X X X X X X X 2, 4 

Fothergilla X X X * * * X X X X X X 2 

Hazelnut X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 9 

Holly, deciduous X * * * X X X X X X X X 1 

Holly, evergreen X X * * * X X X X X X X  

Honeysuckle X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 4 

Hydrangea, spring blooming X X X X * * X X X X X X, 2, 4 

Hydrangea, summer blooming X * * * X X X X X X X X 1 

Hypericum, St. Johnswort X * * * X X X X X X X X 1 

Indigobush X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4 



Plant Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Code 

Juniper X X * * * * * * * X X X 5, 6 

Kerria X X X * * * X X X X X X 2, 4, 10 

Leadplant X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Lilac X X X * * X X X X X X X 2, 4 

Mahonia X X X * * X X X X X X X 2, 4, 7 

Mockorange X X X * * X X X X X X X 2, 4 

Nandina X X * * X X X X X X X X 1, 7, 9 

New Jersey Tea X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Ninebark X X X X X      * X X X X X X 2, 4 

Prairie Willow X X X X * * X X X X X X 2 

Prickly Ash X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 9 

Pine, Mugo X X X X * * X X X X X X 6, 8 

Privet, Ligustrum X X X X * * * * * X X X 2, 4, 5 

Potentilla X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Prunus, Plum & Cherry X X X X * * X X X X X X  

Pyracantha X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 9 

Quince X X X * * X X X X X X X 2, 4 

Rhododendron X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 7 

Rose X X X * * * * * X X X X 1, 3, 4 

Rose of Sharon X * * * X X X X X X X X 1 

Serviceberry X X X X * * X X X X X X 2 

Smoke Tree X * * * X X X X X X X X 1 

Snowberry X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Spirea, spring blooming X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 4 

Spirea, summer blooming X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 4 

Sumac, Fragrant X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 9 

Sumac, Smooth X * * * X X X X X X X X 1, 10 

Sweetshrub Carolina Allspice X X X * * * X X X X X X 1, 4 

Sweetspire (Itea) X X X X X * X X X X X X 2,10 

Spicebush X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 9 

Spruce X X X X * * X X X X X X 6, 7, 8 

Viburnum X X X * * * X X X X X X 2, 4 

Wahoo Euonymus X X X X X *   * X X X X X 2, 9 

Weigela X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 4 

Willow, Pussy X X X X * * X X X X X X 2, 4 

Witchhazel, Vernal X X X * * X X X X X X X 2 

Yew X X X * * * * * * X X X 5, 7 
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