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Studies indicate that as 
much as 50% of the water used in a 
household occurs outside, though Patton 
says “I’ve seen statistics that say it’s even 
higher when comparing the amount of 
water used in the summer months for 
lawn and landscapes.” 

To conserve water, Patton said the home-
owner’s goal should be to provide one 
inch of water per week to most plants, 
including lawns. 

“The reason that number comes into play 
is because an inch of water is what it 
takes to soak the average Kansas soil 
(typically containing clay) to a depth of 6

-8 inches, which is where the vast majority of root systems are going to be on our tomato plants, 
our flowers and our lawn,” Patton said. “That’s going to give the root system a good supply of wa-
ter to get it through for almost a week, depending on weather conditions.” 

In his own yard, Patton rarely waters his lawn: “I don’t require a nice green lawn all summer 
long,” he said. “Watering the lawn once every 2-3 weeks keeps it alive and hydrated.” 

Instead, Patton focuses his attention on higher maintenance areas, such as garden flowers and veg-
etables. “I try to get that one inch of water in one application, so I water just once a week,” he said. 

Patton advises homeowners to run a test in their own landscape to determine how often to water. A 
common way to do this is to place rain gauges or cans into a few areas of the landscape, then run 
the sprinkler system for 30 minutes. 

“If in a half hour, you’re putting on a half inch of water, then you know you need an hour of water-
ing per week to get an inch into that soil,” he said. 

Without doing a test, it’s difficult for homeowners to know how much they should water during 
each application. Patton said sprinkler heads vary; the best, he said, place water closer to the sur-
face (rather than spreading it 5-10 feet into the air), and disperse water in large droplets (rather 
than in a mist). 

“The worst thing you can do is light, frequent watering where you put the water on for a few 
minutes here or there and move,” Patton said. “That water doesn’t get down into the soil.” 

Patton also urges homeowners to avoid a pattern in which much of the water falls onto sidewalks 
and driveways where it can easily runoff without benefit to the plants: “That’s part of being a good 
steward of the water,” he said. 
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Also, he notes, homeowners should routinely check hoses, faucets and other equipment for leaks. 

“To me, watering is about monitoring the outdoor conditions, temperatures, wind speed, looking at 
and knowing the plants and applying water only when they need it,” Patton said. 

“In my yard, I try to go on the lean side (of watering). I don’t want to pay a high water bill. I’d ra-
ther do other things (with my money).” 

The K-State Research and Extension publication, Water Conservation in the Home Landscape, is 
available online for free. 

More information on conserving water at home is available at local extension offices in Kansas. 

 

 

 Johnson County K-State Research and Extension 

11811 S. Sunset Drive , Suite 1500, Olathe, KS 

66061  

(913) 715-7000     www.johnson.k-state.edu  

Questions: Contact the Extension Master Gardener  

Hotline at (913) 715-7050.  

Email: garden.help@jocogov.org  

Gardens are an extension of the gardener’s personality. Make your garden your own by     

incorporating color to set a mood and create a space of enjoyment for you, your family and 

friends. Whether sitting quietly on a bench or entertaining a group, all will be beautiful. 

Just have fun! That is truly the joy of gardening.  
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